Secondary metabolites in the plants of Trigonostemon xyphophylloides are mainly daphnane diterpenoids, phenanthrenones, alkaloids and coumarins (Tempeam et al., 2005; Chen et al., 2009) . The plants in this family were used in folk medicine such as an emetic for food poisoning, a laxative and an anti-asthmatic, has also been used in the treatment of bloody and mucous sputum or stool. It was applied to reduce abscesses and to alleviate sprains, swelling and bruizes, is particularly effective in treating snake bites especially against snake neurotoxins. (Chuakul et al., 1997; Tempeam et al., 2002) . The title compound was isolated from the 75% EtOH extract of the stems of Trigonostemon xyphophylloides which were collected from Jianfengling County, Hainan Province, P. R. China. We have undertaken the X-ray crystal structure analysis of the title compound in order to establish its molecular structure and relative stereochemistry.
In the title compound, C 11 H 14 O 4 , isolated from the stems of Trigonostemon xyphophylloides, an intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond helps to establish an essentially planar conformation for the molecule (r.m.s. deviation = 0.044 Å ).
Related literature
For botanical and biochemical background, see: Tempeam et al. (2005) ; Chen et al. (2009) . For medicinal applications of this family of compounds, see: Chuakul et al. (1997) ; Tempeam et al. (2002) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Experimental
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1997) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1997) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. 
